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Λ Three hundred and twenty four persons with AIDS (190 males and 134 females) were 

reported between January and June 2007 compared to 451 persons between January and 
June 2006. That is, on average, 2 new cases of AIDS were diagnosed each day between 
January and June 2007. 

 
Λ The total number of reported AIDS cases in Jamaica between January 1982 and June 

2007 is 12,063.     
 
Λ One hundred and seventy five deaths (112 males and 63 females) were due to AIDS in 

the first half of 2007 compared to 196 in the corresponding period of 2006.  
 
Λ The total number of reported AIDS deaths in Jamaica between January 1982 and June 

2007 is 6,848.  
 
Λ Between January and June 2007, a total of 13 new pediatric AIDS cases (children < 10 

years old) were reported, compared to 34 pediatric AIDS cases January and June 2006.  
 
Λ Three (3) pediatric AIDS deaths were reported between January and June 2007, 

compared to 4 Pediatric AIDS deaths in the corresponding period of the previous year.   
 
Λ Approximately 65% of all reported AIDS cases in Jamaica are in the 20-44 year old age 

group and 85% of all reported AIDS cases are between 20 and 60 years old. 
 
Λ In 2004, HIV was the second leading cause of death for both young men and women in 

Jamaica (age group 15 - 24 years old). HIV was also a leading cause of death among 
Jamaican children. 

 
Λ The most urbanized parishes continue to have the highest cumulative number of AIDS 

cases: Kingston & St. Andrew – 716 cases per 100,000 persons and St. James – 1285 
AIDS cases per 100,000 persons. 

 
Λ Among reported AIDS cases on whom risk data are available (74% of cases), the main 

risk factors fueling the HIV/AIDS epidemic are multiple sex partners, history of STDs, 
crack/cocaine use, and sex with prostitutes. 
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Λ Among reported male AIDS cases on whom data about sexual practices are available 

(62% of cases), homosexual or bisexual activity is reported by 14% of men.  
 
Λ The sexual practice of 38% of reported male AIDS cases is unknown. Many of these 

persons may be men who have sex with men. 
 
Λ In 2005, for every one thousand pregnant women in Jamaica, fifteen were infected with 

HIV.  Overall, there was no significant change in HIV infection among pregnant women 
in 2005 compared to 2004. 

 
Λ Between January and June 2007, approximately four out of five HIV-infected pregnant 

women received antiretroviral medication to prevent mother-to-child-transmission of 
HIV. 

 
Λ For every one thousand persons with a sexually transmitted infection in 2005, forty-six 

persons (46) were infected with HIV.   
 
Λ As of June 2007, approximately one out of every three persons reported with AIDS has a 

history of a sexually transmitted infection as a risk factor.  
 
Λ Approximately 9% of female sex workers are HIV infected.  
 
 
 
N.B. In July 2005, the AIDS case definition used for the Epidemiologic update was revised to 

include persons with Advanced HIV (i.e. persons with CD4 counts < 350). 
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TABLE 1:   SUMMARY OF AIDS CASES IN JAMAICA  

 
 
 
TABLE 2:  SUMMARY OF AIDS DEATHS IN JAMAICA  
 

 
 
 

 
PERIOD 

 
TOTAL  

 
MALE             (%) 

 
FEMALE           (%) 

Cumulative 1982 – 2007 12063 6973              (57.8) 5090                 (42.2) 

Jan – Dec  2000 903 515                (57.0) 388                   (43.0) 

Jan – Dec  2001 939 511                (54.4) 428                   (45.6) 

Jan – Dec  2002 989 580                (58.6) 409                   (41.4) 

Jan – Dec  2003 1070 611                (57.0) 459                   (43.0) 

Jan – Dec  2004 1112 603                (54.2) 509                   (45.8) 

Jan – June 2004 578 334               (57.8) 244                  (42.2) 

Jan – June 2005 473 275               (58.1) 198                  (41.9) 

Jan –  June 2006 451 256               (56.8) 195                  (43.2) 

Jan –  June 2007 324  190               (58.6) 134                  (41.4) 

 
PERIOD 

 
TOTAL 

 
MALE                   (%) 

 
FEMALE               (%) 

Cumulative 1982 – 2007 6848 4127                     (60.3) 2721                     (39.7) 

Jan -Dec. 2001 588 329                       (56.0) 259                       (44.0) 

Jan -Dec. 2002 692 406                       (58.7) 286                       (41.3) 

 
Jan - Dec 2003 

 
650 

 
381                       (58.6) 

 
269                       (41.4) 

Jan - Dec 2004 665 377                      (56.6) 288                       (43.3) 

Jan – June 2004 277 157                       (56.7) 120                       (43.3) 

Jan – June 2005 305 187                       (61.3) 118                       (38.7)
  

Jan – June 2006 196 117                       (59.7) 79                        (40.3) 

Jan – June 2007 175 112                       (64.0) 63                       (36.0) 
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TABLE 3:  SUMMARY OF AIDS CASES BY PARISH IN JAMAICA (BY DATE OF 
REPORTING) 

 
 
PARISH 

Jan - June 
2006 

Jan - June 
2007 

1982 – June 2007 
 

Cumulative 
Total 

RATE PER 
100,000 

POPULATION 

KINGSTON & ST. ANDREW 
175 124 4740 716.5 

ST. THOMAS 
9 4 218 232.9 

PORTLAND 
9 5 243 297.5 

ST. MARY 
13 3 338 297.7 

ST. ANN 
40 17 729 423.3 

TRELAWNY 
16 8 306 407.5 

ST. JAMES 
49 34 1851 1010.7 

HANOVER 
8 7 290 417.6 

WESTMORELAND 
37 39 630 437.5 

ST. ELIZABETH 
14 9 269 179.2 

MANCHESTER 
11 15 313 165.1 

CLARENDON 
20 20 460 187.9 

ST. CATHERINE 
49 38 1646 332.5 

PARISH NOT KNOWN 
1 1 19 n/a 

OVERSEAS ADDRESS 
0 0 11 n/a 

TOTAL 
451 324 12063 451.2 
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TABLE 4:  SUMMARY OF AIDS DEATH BY PARISH IN JAMAICA (BY DATE OF 
REPORTING) 

 
 

PARISH 
January - June 

2006 
January - June 

2007 
1982 – June  2007 

Cumulative 
Total 

KINGSTON & ST. ANDREW 
85 79 2706 

ST. THOMAS 
2 0 95 

PORTLAND 
4 0 136 

ST. MARY 
7 2 239 

ST. ANN 
9 1 312 

TRELAWNY 
10 1 206 

ST. JAMES 
28 15 1098 

HANOVER 
1 6 197 

WESTMORELAND 
14 35 408 

ST. ELIZABETH 
4 4 177 

MANCHESTER 
5 7 200 

CLARENDON 
9 3 197 

ST. CATHERINE 
17 22 858 

PARISH NOT KNOWN 
1 0 14 

OVERSEAS ADDRESS 
0 0 5 

TOTAL 
196 175 6848 
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TABLE 5:  SUMMARY OF PAEDIATRIC AIDS CASES (AGE 0-9 YEARS) 

 
 
PERIOD 

 
TOTAL 

 
MALE                 (%) 

 
FEMALE           (%) 

1986- June 2007 799 416                    (52.1) 383                    (47.9) 

Jan - Dec. 2001 65 39                      (45.7) 26                      (54.3) 

Jan - Dec. 2002 81 37                      (65.4) 44                      (34.5) 

Jan – Dec 2003 67 36                      (53.7) 31                      (46.3) 

Jan-Dec 2004 61 29                      (47.5) 32                      (42.5) 

Jan – June 2004 40 22                     (55.0) 18                      (45.0) 

Jan – June 2005 24 14                     (58.3) 10                      (41.7) 

Jan – June 2006 34 13                     (38.2) 21                      (61.8) 

Jan – June 2007 13 7                       (53.8) 6                        (46.2) 

 
 
 
TABLE 6:  SUMMARY OF PAEDIATRIC AIDS DEATH  
 
 
PERIOD 

 
TOTAL 

 
MALE                (%) 

 
FEMALE    (%) 

1986 - June 2007 383 192                       (50.1) 191                       (49.9) 

Jan - Dec. 2001 27 14                         (51.9) 13    (48.1) 

Jan - Dec. 2002 45 22    (48.9) 23    (51.1) 

Jan - Dec 2003 29 17                         (58.6) 12    (41.4) 

Jan - Dec 2004 34 17                         (50.0) 17                         (50.0) 

Jan – June 2004 18 12                         (66.7) 6                          (33.3) 

Jan – June 2005 10 6                          (60.0) 4                          (40.0) 

Jan – June 2006 4 4                         (100.0)  0                           (0.0) 

Jan – June 2007 3 0                            (0.0) 3                         (100.0) 
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TABLE 6:  SUMMARY OF PAEDIATRIC AIDS CASES BY PARISH IN JAMAICA (BY DATE OF 
REPORTING), 1982 – JUNE 2007 

 
 

PARISH 
 

Cumulative 
Total 

 
RATE PER 

100,000 POPULATION 
(2003 Est. STATIN 0 – 9 age group 

 
KINGSTON & ST. ANDREW 354 279.3 

ST. THOMAS 26 127.9 

PORTLAND 14 81.3 

ST. MARY 27 112.3 

ST. ANN 33 91.5 

TRELAWNY 13 83.0 

ST. JAMES 112 295.0 

HANOVER 17 119.6 

WESTMORELAND 28 92.4 

ST. ELIZABETH 17 57.4 

MANCHESTER 26 67.4 

CLARENDON 50 91.7 

ST. CATHERINE 131 130.0 

PARISH NOT KNOWN 
2 n/a 

OVERSEAS ADDRESS 
1 n/a 

TOTAL 
799 155.9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8

MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
NATIONAL HIV/STD CONTROL PROGRAM 

JAMAICA HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC UPDATE  
Jan to June 2007 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TABLE 8:    SUMMARY OF AIDS CASES BY 5-YEAR AGE GROUPS 1982 – JUNE 2007, 
JAMAICA 

 
 

Age Group Male Female Total 

00 to 4 311 272 583 

05 to 9 136 132 268 

10 to 14 16 13 29 

15 to 19 28 112 140 

20 to 24 272 407 679 

25 to 29 727 801 1528 

30 to 34 1132 876 2008 

35 to 39 1206 793 1999 

40 to 44 997 588 1585 

45 to 49 757 407 1164 

50 to 54 552 249 801 

55 to 59 378 166 544 

60 to 64 221 118 339 

65 to 69 93 66 159 

70 to 74 49 28 77 

75 to 79 16 10 26 

80 to 84 3 7 10 

85 to 89 3 2 5 

90 to 94 0 1 1 

Unknown 76 42 118 

Total 6973 5090 12063 
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TABLE 9: AIDS CASES BY SEXUAL PRACTICE (1982 – JUNE 2007 CUMULATIVE)1  

 

 
SEXUAL PRACTICE CATEGORY 

 
MALE 

 
FEMALE 

 
TOTAL (%) 

Bisexual Male 309  N/A 309                   (2.8) 

Heterosexual 3333 4686 8019                 (71.5)  

Homosexual 227  N/A 227                   (2.0) 

Unknown* 2657  N/A 2657                 (23.7) 

Total1 6526 4686 11212 
 
N/A – not available/not applicable 
* Response not obtained 
1 children <10 years old excluded from the total (N= 851)  

 
 
 

 
 
 
TABLE 10:  REPORTED RISK BEHAVIOUR (1982 – JUNE 2007 CUMULATIVE)  

                                         
                                                                                Total (8,927 reported)   

 
RISK 

 
No. of Persons (%) 

Sex with Prostitutes 2170 (24.3) 

Crack , Cocaine Use 735   (8.2) 

STD History 4082 (45.7) 

IV Drug Use 97     (1.1) 

 
Multiple Sexual 
Partners/contacts 

 
> 80% 
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TABLE 11: HIV SEROPREVALENCE RATES IN PREGNANT WOMEN,  BY PARISH  

JAN – DEC 2005  
 

Parish Total tested HIV positive  Percent (%) 

Kingston & St. 
Andrew 
 

1128 16 1.42 

Manchester 
 

322 6 1.86 

St. Ann 
 

290 5 1.72 

St. Catherine 
 

835 9 1.07 

St. James 
 

303 6 1.98 

Westmoreland 
 

240 5 2.08 

Jamaica  
 

3118 47 1.51 

*Survey conducted between April and September 2005 
 
 

TABLE 12: HIV SEROPREVALENCE RATES IN STI CLINIC ATTENDEES, BY PARISH  
JAN – DEC 2005, JAMAICA 

 

Parish Total tested HIV positive  Percent (%) 

Kingston & St. 
Andrew 1361 74 5.44 
Manchester 
 221 6 2.70 
St. Ann 
 419 17 4.07 
St. Catherine 
 600 22 3.66 
St. James 
 520 30 5.77 
Westmoreland 
 113 1 0.88 
 
Jamaica  3234 150 4.64 
*Survey conducted between April and September 2005 

  
 
Jamaica HIV/AIDS Update prepared by: Monitoring & Evaluation Unit 
Reference: Ministry of Health, National HIV/STI Prevention and Control Program, Jamaica  
AIDS Report 2007, Kingston Jamaica,  
Released on November 28, 2007 
Website www.jamaica-nap.org 
Help line telephone #s 967-3830, 967-3764 
Toll free 1-888-991-4444 

 



 11

 
 

 
 
 
 

MINISTRY OF HEALTHMINISTRY OF HEALTHMINISTRY OF HEALTHMINISTRY OF HEALTH    
    

NATIONAL HIV/STI CONTROL PROGRAMME NATIONAL HIV/STI CONTROL PROGRAMME NATIONAL HIV/STI CONTROL PROGRAMME NATIONAL HIV/STI CONTROL PROGRAMME     
    

FACTS & FIGURESFACTS & FIGURESFACTS & FIGURESFACTS & FIGURES    
    

HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC UPDATEHIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC UPDATEHIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC UPDATEHIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC UPDATE    
 

    January to June January to June January to June January to June 2007200720072007        
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
 


