World AIDS Day 2003

World AIDS Day 2003 focuses on the reduction of stigma and discrimination against Persons Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA).

Activities will be held under the theme “Live and Let Live.”

In Jamaica, an estimated 24,000 individuals are HIV infected and according to The Ministry of Health’s AIDS report 2002, 7027 persons have been diagnosed with AIDS since 1982.   The National Knowledge, Attitude, Practices and Behavior Survey (2000) indicated that 35% of the population knew someone living with the virus.    The 20-39 age group, the nation’s most productive group, has been hardest hit by the epidemic. 

Many infected persons face discrimination in their places of work, communities and even from their families.  It is important that the rights of PLWHA be protected and that they are allowed to live a normal life.  

These factors can contribute to ill-health in a person living with HIV/AIDS. Emotional stress brought on by the negative attitudes and behaviors of uninfected persons can take a toll on the struggling immune system and cause a breakdown in the HIV-positive person.
Reducing stigma and discrimination can also help in prevention efforts by making persons more willing to come forward for testing for HIV and subsequently revealing their status.  In addition, it will increase the success of administering effective care and support to those who need it most.  

Target Audiences/Settings for 2003

The campaign’s first year (2002) targeted individuals. This year the stigma and discrimination campaign is broadly targeting institutions. 

Institutions and settings targeted for reform and positive responses to issues around stigma and discrimination this year include:

· Health care settings

· Faith-based organizations 

· The workplace

· Parliamentarians and Governments 

· Judicial and human rights systems

· Education 

· The Media 

World AIDS Day Schedule of Events

Event




Venue




Date & Time


Church for Urban Renewal

Enterprise HIV/AIDS workshop
Rose Town, Kingston


Oct. 25 2003

Midwives Association

HIV/AIDS sensitization session
Jamaica Conference Centre

Oct. 28, 2003

Anglican Diocese Youth Leaders
Kingston



Nov. 8, 2003

HIV/AIDS Workshop

Education sub-committee Forum
Hilton Kinston 


Nov. 19, 2003

Topic:  The Role of Men in the 





10-12pm

Fight against HIV/AIDS

Gleaner Editor’s Forum

The Gleaner – 7 North St.

Nov. 19, 2003

Title:  The HIV Epidemic and





12-2pm

The Education Sector in Ja.

World AIDS Week Press

Knutsford Court Hotel

Nov. 24, 2003

Conferencce








10 am

JAS wine and cheesecake

Lawns of Jamaica House

Nov. 25, 2003

Fundraiser








donation:$600

Advocacy sub-committee

Terra Nova Hotel


Nov. 27, 2003

Forum:  The Real Cost of 






8-10 am

HIV/AIDS in the workplace

UWI/CHARES exhibition and
UWI Students’ Union


Nov. 27, 2003 

Discussion:








1-5pm

“HIV/AIDS it could happen you”

World AIDS Day Church Service
Kencot SDA Church


Nov. 29, 2003

WAD Exhibition


Emancipation Park


Dec. 1, 2003











1-6pm

“Celebrating Life”



“



Dec. 1, 2003 The WAD National Event

